Durkheira,   Emile 
Faucoruiet,  Paul 

The  Durkheim  school  in 
France. 


HM 

22 

F82D84 

1927 

c.  1 

ROBA 


w^ 


THE  DUHKHEHyl  SCHOOL 
IN  FRAMCE 

by 


[Extracted  from  The  Sociological 
Review,  Vol.l9,No.l, Jan,1927j 


CURRENT  SOCIOLOGY?) 

I. 

The  Durkheim  School  in  France. 

§!• 

Durkheim  has  himself  pointed  out  in  La  Sociologie  en  France  (Revue 
Bleue,  May,  1900),  the  three  vital  steps  in  which  he  considered 
himself  the  instrument  of  progress. 

First  of  all  he  wishes  that  sociology  be  a  pure  science,  without  a 
mingling  of  philosophy  or  politics.  Putting  aside  all  ideas  of  applica- 
tion, of  social  art,  taking  the  various  societies  exactly  as  they  are,  he 
seeks  only  to  know  them,  that  is  to  say  to  describe  and  explain  them. 
As  a  savant  he  has  no  politics,  no  detailed  programme  of  action  ;  he 
will  not  fall  into  the  error  of  Comte,  passing  insensibly  from  social 
dynamics  to  the  institution  of  a  politics  and  a  religion  of  the  future.  To 
discover  facts  and  the  relation  between  these  facts  is  the  sole  task  of 
a  science.  I  say  :  discover.  The  facts  are  unknown,  or  are  empiric- 
ally and  roughly  known.  From  which  it  is  evident  that  common 
ideas  and  even  philosophical  ideas  are  ideas  badly  made,  pre-tiotions, 
not  scientific  ideas,  deduced  methodically  from  careful  observation. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  discussing  them,  nor  developing  them  into  an 
ingenious  dialectic  synthesis  ;  they  must  be  put  aside.  We  do  not 
know  what  are  the  family,  the  State,  religion.  But  there  exist  types  of 
famiUes,  States  and  religions.  Let  us  describe  and  compare  them  ; 
and  we  shall  gradually  obtain  an  objective  knowledge  of  these  realities. 
This  is  the  essence  of  the  fundamental  rule  :  to  consider  social  facts 
as  such,  putting  aside  all  preconceived  notions  {Regies  de  la  methode, 
p.  20,  40). 

This  programme  suggests  in  the  second  place  the  specialization  of 
scientific  work.  Sociology  must  give  up  all  idea  of  agitating  inces- 
santly general  problems  of  philosophical  character,  which  it  may  solve 
perhaps  at  the  end  of  its  quest,  but  which  it  cannot  successfully  tackle 
g  at  the  beginning ;  the  nature  of  society,  the  relation  of  society  to  the 
individual,  supreme  laws  of  evolution  and  of  progress,  &c.  On  these 
matters  one  can  only  suggest  views  illustrated  by  examples  chosen 
arbitrarily.  The  sociologist,  like  the  biologist,  must  first  of  all  study 
monographically  and  completely  groups  of  limited  facts  which  he 
must  thoroughly  know.  The  principal  methods  of  investigation  are 
ethnological  observation,  comparative  history  of  institutions,  statistics, 
and  linguistics,  &c. 

Sociology  cannot  remain  a  philosophy  of  particular  social  scenes, 
more  general,  more  synthetic  and  more  vague  than  each  of  them. 
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It  is  the  common  name  given  to  all  the  sciences  which  deal  with  man 
living  in  society.  There  is  a  religious  sociology  which  is  documented 
by  ethnology,  history,  researches  into  contemporary  societies,  statistics, 
and,  equally,  there  is  a  juridical  sociology  and  a  moral,  an  economic, 
a  technological,  a  linguistic,  and  an  a:sthetic  sociology,  &c.  There  is 
also  a  sociological  morphology,  an  analysis  of  the  structure  of  social 
groups  which  derives  its  materials  from  human  geography,  from 
demography,  and  from  history.  All  these  particular  sociological 
sciences  are  daily  enriched.  The  works  of  a  crowd  of  specialists, 
who  know  in  detail  the  facts  with  which  they  deal,  who  can  prove 
what  they  put  forth,  all  these  collaborate  and  build  up  the  constitution 
of  the  sociological  sciences.  These  specialists  are  the  true  sociologists, 
more  so  than  the  philosophical  sociologists  who  publish  complete 
"  sociologies."  Unfortunately  they  ignore  each  other,  and  the  value 
of  their  work  is  often  half-sterile,  because  they  are  ignorant  of  the  fact 
that  they  are  doing  sociology.  One  must  give  to  these  special  dis- 
ciplines a  common  spirit,  and  teach  them  that  they  are  workers  at  the 
same  task.  To  bring  to  the  point,  and  to  orient  scattered  research, 
such  has  been,  such  remains  the  role  of  the  Ann^  Sociologique 
(Cf.  the  preface  of  tome  I.,  and,  in  the  whole  of  the  collection,  the  notes 
which,  from  year  to  year  perfect  the  organisation  and  the  plan  of  work. 
Cf .  also  the  article  :  Sociologie  et  Sciences  sociales,  Sociological  Papers,  I .). 
The  collections  of  the  Annee  prove  that  sociology  can  become  a 
collective  and  impersonal  science,  independent  of  the  doctrines  of  any 
particular  thinker,  continuing  to  progress,  when  he  has  disappeared. 

The  third  original  point  of  Durkheim's  work  is  not  only  a  directing 
idea  :  it  is  a  result  of  his  research,  the  fundamental  doctrine  which  all 
his  works  have  gradually  enriched.  He  has  shown,  one  might  almost 
say  that  he  has  proved,  that  men  united  in  organised  groups  think  and 
feel  otherwise  than  the  isolated  individuals  ;  that  societies  have  repre- 
sentations which  are  peculiar  to  them,  collective  representations  charged 
with  collective  emotions  ;  and  that  these  representations  (beliefs, 
myths,  aesthetic  images,  moral  notions,  scientific  concepts,  technical 
ideas),  form  the  greater  part  of  thought  and  sensibility  strictly  human  ; 
that  it  is  by  its  participation  in  this  collective  treasure  that  the  thought 
of  individuals  surpasses  that  of  animals ;  and  finally  above  all  that  these 
collective  representations  express  not  only  the  exterior  world  and  the 
individual  consciousness,  but  society  itself,  a  real  being  and  a  system 
of  forces,  which  dominate  individuals  and  act  in  and  through  them 

§2. 

Durkheim's  works  almost  all  deal  with  juridical,  moral  and  religious 
facts.  He  has  only  exceptionally  touched  upon  the  other  social  facts. 
Here  is  the  classification  of  the  principal  works  (Alcan,  Paris,  editeur)  : 
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1 . — On  Method  and  General  Sociology  :  (a)  Les  regies  de  la 
methode  sociologique,  in- 12  ;  Sociologie  et  Sciences  sociales  (Revue 
Philosophique,  1903  ;  Sociological  Papers,  I.)  ;  La  Sociologie  en 
France  (Revue  Bleue,  1900)  ;  {b)  Representations  individuelles  et 
representations  collectives  ;  Jugements  de  valeur  et  jugements  de  realite 
(articles  reprinted  in  the  volume  :  SociOLOGiE  et  Philosophie,  in-12). 
In  the  last  of  these  articles  Durkheim  shows  how  societies  create 
collective  values  and,  if  one  might  say  so,  manufacture  ideals. 

2. — Religious  Sociology.  In  the  work,  Les  formes  ^-em^ntaires 
DE  la  vie  religieuse  (in-8°),  Durkheim  has  given  a  description  of  the 
totem  system  in  Australia  :  a  theory  of  totemism,  of  its  myths,  of  its 
cult,  of  the  origin  of  the  beliefs  relating  to  the  soul  and  to  personal 
gods.  This  book  demonstrates  a  new  hypothesis  on  the  nature  of 
religion  in  general.  According  to  Durkheim  it  is  the  existence  of 
society  itself  which  inspires  in  men  the  idea  of  the  sacred,  the  repre- 
sentation of  a  transcendental  order  ;  it  is  society  which  religious  beliefs 
express  symbolically  ;  it  is  from  society  that  the  religious  forces  emanate 
which  rites  canalize.  This  great  book  contains  also  the  study  of  the 
origin  of  fundamental  concepts,  of  the  categories  of  understanding, 
concepts  of  cause,  of  force,  of  kind,  and  species,  which  are  born  primarily 
in  religion  before  being  taken  up  by  philosophy  and  science.  In  this 
Durkheim  brings  a  capital  contribution  from  sociology  to  the 
psychology  of  conceptual  thought,  and  to  the  theory  of  knowledge. 

3. — Domestic  Sociology,  part  of  the  moral  and  juridical  sociology 
which  Durkheim  treated  by  choice,  (a)  Two  long  courses  of  lectures 
still  unpublished  deal  with  the  classification  of  the  principal  types  of 
families,  the  evolution  of  the  family,  of  marriage,  and  of  domestic  and 
conjugal  morals.  (Cf.  l'Annee  Sociologique,  new  series,  tome  I., 
In  Memoriam).  (h)  Several  memoirs  and  numerous  abstracts  in  the 
collection  of  the  XII.  Volumes  of  the  Annee  Sociologique,  study  in 
detail  particular  forms  of  families  and  marriages,  and  notably  the  totem 
group,  matrimonial  classes  in  Australian  societies,  the  origins  and  the 
prohibition  of  incest. 

4.— Juridical  and  Moral  Sociology  (exclusive  of  domestic  sociology). 
(a)  In  a  whole  series  of  unpublished  courses  Durkheim  has  constituted 
what  he  terms  :  the  Physiologic  du  droit  des  moeurs.  I  note  especially  a 
theory  of  the  professional  group,  of  the  State,  of  democracy,  of  property, 
of  contract,  of  sanctions.  (Cf.  In  Memoriam,  Annee  Sociologique, 
N.S.,  I.)  ;  (/>)  La  division  du  travail  social  (I.  vol.  in-8°),  is  both  a 
■  book  of  general  sociology  and  a  study  of  certain  juridical  and  moral 
facts,  especially  of  sanctions;  (c)  Le  Suicide  (I.  vol.  in-8°)  studies 
also  of  moral  facts,  no  longer  by  the  method  of  ethnology  and  of 
comparative  history,  but  by  the  statistical  method.     One  sees  therein 
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how  the  forms  of  social  organisation  determine  the  social  rate  of 
suicide,  protect  more  or  less  individuals  from  suicide,  or  manufacture, 
on  the  contrary,  suicidal  tendencies.  Certain  chapters  of  this  book 
are  important  for  the  theory  of  the  family,  of  marriage  and  divorce  ; 
(d)  The  article  on  la  Deiermhiation  du  fait  moral  (reprinted  in  the 
volume  SociOLOGiE  et  Philosophie),  akin  to  the  book  on  Kducation 
Morale  and  of  certain  chapters  of  the  Division  du  Travail  Social, 
gives  one  a  ghmpse  how  Durkheim  explains  the  most  general  character? 
of  moral  life,  of  duty,  of  well-being,  of  happiness,  and  of  the  autonomy 
of  will.  ^ 

5.— Sociological  Theory  of  Education.  The  greater  part  of 
Durkheim's  courses  of  lectures  on  this  subject  are  unpublished.  An 
idea  of  these  may  be  obtained  from  the  two  posthumous  works,  Education 
ET  SocioLOGiE  (I.  vol.  in-i2)  and  the  EDUCATION  Morale  (I.  vol.  in-8°). 

6.— Social  Morphology.  Some  scattered  indications  of  this  capital 
subject  may  be  found  in  the  Division  du  Travail  Social  (Book  I., 
chapter  II.  to  VIE,  theory  of  the  two  forms  of  solidarity  that  Durkheim 
called  mechanic  and  organic ;  in  the  Rigles  de  la  mhhode  sociologique 
(chapter  IV.) ;  in  the  section  Morphologie  sociale  of  the  collection  of  the 
Annee  Sociologique  (beginning  with  tome  III.). 

7.— Politics.  Durkheim  has  radically  separated,  as  we  said  before, 
sociological  science  from  politics.  But  he  has  always  maintained  that 
pure  science  should  lead  up  to  moral,  pedagogic  and  political  applica- 
tions. His  political  ideas  are  expounded  notably  in  the  conclusions 
of  the  Division  du  Travail  and  of  Le  Suicide.  A  long  unpublished 
course  of  lectures  on  Saint-Simon  et  les  origines  du  socialisme  will 
shortly  be  issued. 

§3. 

During  Durkheim's  lifetime  and  since  his  death  the  group  of  his 
collaborators  of  the  Annee  Sociologique  have  worked  in  the  direction 
which  he  has  mapped  out.  Among  his  disciples  some  follow  him 
closely,  whilst  others  only  subscribe  to  his  teaching  with  reservations, 
I  shall  even  cite  works  which,  on  certain  points,  are  independent  of 
Durkheim,  but  which  affiliate  to  him.  Nevertheless,  there  is  by  no 
means  any  question  of  commenting  on  the  doctrines  of  a  master. 
Disciples,  collaborators,  or  fellow  workers  are  original  seekers  ;  there 
is  no  closed  school  nor  doctrinal  orthodoxy.  But  the  work  continues 
in  the  direction  which  Durkheim  himself  has  trodden.  A  collection 
Les  Travaux  de  l'Annee  Sociologique  (Alcan),  and  Annee  Sociolo- 
gique (XII.  volumes  published  before  the  war,  vol.  I.  of  the  new 
series  in  course  of  pubhcation),  group  the  greater  part  of  the  studies 
of  which  we  are  about  to  speak.  We  will  content  ourselves  with  citing 
a  few  examples  chosen  amongst  the  most  characteristic  : 
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I. — General  Sociology.  Bougie  has  published  Lemons  de  socio- 
LOGIE  SUR  l'Evolution  des  valeurs  (Paris,  Colin,   1922). 

2. — Descriptive  Sociology.  Mauss,  in  the  lectures  which  he  has 
given  to  the  Institut  d'Ethnologie,  recently  founded  in  Paris, 
devotes  himself  to  constituting  the  framework  of  a  methodical  and 
complete  description  of  societies  styled  "  primitive,"  known  by  ethno- 
graphic observation.  (See  in  the  Ann^  Sociologique,  his  Memoir  : 
Essai  sur  les  variations  saisonnieres  des  societes  eskimos).  The  late 
Doutt^  left  descriptive  studies  of  great  value  on  the  tribes  of  Morocco. 

3. — Social  Morphology.  Under  this  heading  there  is  capital  work 
to  mention.  But  one  finds  scattered  contributions  in  geographical 
works,  such  as  those  of  Demangeon,  and  SiON,  of  statisticians  such  as 
Halbwachs  ;  of  a  sinologist,  such  as  Granet  ;  of  jurists,  such  as 
Davy,  Maunier  ;  &c. 

4. — Religious  Sociology.  Hubert  and  Mauss  have  given  in  the 
Ann^e  Sociologique  two  memoirs  of  great  importance  :  Essai  sur  la 
nature  et  la  fonction  du  sacrifice ;  Esquisse  d'une  theorie  i^eneralc  de  la 
Magie.  Mauss  teaches  religious  sociology  at  the  school  of  Hautes 
Etudes,  in  Paris.  He  has  devoted  a  great  work,  still  unpublished,  to 
prayer.  Robert  Hertz,  who  fell  during  the  war,  has  given  in  the 
ANNfe  an  Etude  sur  la  representation  collective  de  la  mort,  and  leaves 
an  incompleted  book  on  L'Expiation  des  P^cafe,  of  which  fragments 
have  been  and  will  be  published.  See  also  Czarnowski,  Le  Culte 
des  Herds  et  la  legende  de  St.  Patrick  ;  Doutte,  Magie  et  Re- 
ligion dans  l'Afrique  du  Nord. 

5. — Contribution  of  Sociology  to  the  Psychology  of  Superior 
Functions.  Let  us  mention  first  of  all  the  works,  which  are  univers- 
ally known,  of  Lucien  L^vy-Bruhl:  Les  fonctions  mentales  dans 
les  Soci^Tiis  inferieures.  La  Mentalitii  primitive  ;  they  seek  to 
interpret  a  vast  number  of  religious,  juridical  and  moral  facts  in  socie- 
ties known  to  ethnography.  Mauss  has  given,  in  the  Ann^,  in  col- 
laboration with  Durkheim,  a  memoir  entitled  De  quelques  formes 
primitives  de  classification  ;  Halbwachs,  a  book  on  Les  Cadres  sociaux 
de  la  m^moire  (Alcan,  1925);  Blondel,  a  sociological  theory  of  La 
Conscience  morbide  (Alcan,  1914) ;  Hubert,  a  study  on  La  repr^ 
SENTATION  RELIGIEUSE  DU  Temps.  The  principal  part  which  socio- 
logical explanation  plays  in  psychology  is  strongly  marked  by  Blondel, 
Davy  and  Dumas  in  the  Grand  Trait^  de  Psychologie,  published 
by  G.  Dumas  (vol.  H.,  Alcan,  1924). 

6. — Juridical  and  Moral  Sociology,  (a)  Ancnt  the  general  questions 
of  morals  and  duty,  I  will  cite  notably  Lucien  L^vy-Bruhl,  La  morale 
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ET  LA  SCIENCE  DEs  MOEURS  (Alcan,  1903) ;  Bayet,  La  science  des 

FAITS  MORAUX  (1925)  ;    DaVY,   Le  DROIT,   l'iD^ALISMK   ET   1,'eXPIiRIENCE 

(1922).     {b)  Studies  based  on  comparative  history  and  ctlinography. 

BOUGLE    (LeS     IdEES    EGALITAIRES,     1899  ;   ESSAI    SUR    LE    REGIME    DES 

CASTES,  1908)  deals  with  social  classes  ;  Davy  (La  foi  juree,  1922), 
of  the  origins  of  the  right  of  contract  and  of  societies  with  potlatch  ; 
Mauss  was  the  initiator  in  France  of  studies  on  potlatch  (see  Anni^e, 
N.S.,  vol.  L,  Essat  siir  le  Don,  forme  archaique  de  Vechange) ;  Granet 
gives  a  kind  of  Sociological  Encyclopaedia  of  feudal  China  in  his  two 
works,  F]^ES  ET  Chansons  anciennes  de  la  Chine,  and  Danses  et 
LEGENDES  DE  LA  Chine  ancienne  (z  volumes,  1 926)  ;  Bayet  writes 
the  histor}'  of  moral  opinions  on  suicide  (Le  Suicide  et  la  morale, 
1922)  ;  Gernet  (Recherches  sur  le  developpement  de  la  PENSfe 
juridique  et  morale  en  Grece,  1917),  and  Fauconnet  (La  Respon- 
sabilitie,  1920),  discuss  the  evolution  of  penal  law;  Emmanuel  L^vy, 
Huvelin,  on  the  right  of  obligations,  Henri  Levy-Bruhl,  on  Procedure, 
&c.  (c)  Studies  of  a  statistical  nature  :  Halbwachs  devotes  himself 
particularly  to  the  study  of  classes  :  La  Classe  ouvriere  et  les  niveaux 
DE  vie  (1913). 

7. — EcoMONic  Sociology.  Durkheim  has  written  nothing  on  this 
subject.  Our  principal  economic  sociologist  is  Simiand.  His  method 
and  the  attitude  which  he  takes  in  regard  to  the  economists  of  other 
schools  are  clearly  indicated  in  a  little  book  :  La  Methods  positive  en 
science  economique  (19 1 2),  and  in  the  Economic  Section  of  the 
Annee  Sociologique,  which  furnishes  already  the  framework  of  a 
treatise  which  one  hopes  he  will  publish  some  day.  He  teaches 
economic  sociology  in  Paris  (Conservatoire  des  Arts  et  Metiers  ; 
Ecole  des  Hautes  Etudes).  His  principal  monograph  is  devoted  to 
Salaire  des  ouvriers  des  mines  de  charbon  en  France  (1907).  The 
chief  disciples  or  collaborators  of  Simiand  are  Halbwachs,  H.  Bourgin, 
G.  Bourgin,  &c. 

8. — We  must  mention  the  contributions  to  technological  sociology 
and  to  aesthetic  sociology  by  Hubert  and  the  works  of  the  great  linguist 
Meillet,  head  of  a  Linguistic  school  which  one  may  term  sociological. 
(See  also  Maurice  Cahen,  Le  Vocabulaire  religieux  du  vieux 
scandinave  la  Libation  ;  and  Le  Mot  Dieu  en  vieux  scandinave.) 
In  conclusion  I  repeat  that  this  enumeration  is  incomplete,  and  that 
amongst  our  ethnologists,  historians  (for  instance,  Moret,  Glotz,  &c.), 
jurists,  economists  and  others,  many,  and  not  the  least  important, 
more  or  less  directly  attach  themselves  to  the  sociological  school,  of 
which  Durkheim  was  the  founder  and  continues  to  be  the  inspirer. 

P.  Fauconnet. 
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